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BACKGROUND: 
Kit Harrison, on behalf of the owner, 4391471 Manitoba Ltd, is applying to allow for a Freestanding 
Electronic Advertising Sign in the CAR Commercial Arterial Zone. 
 
Development Context 
The building on the subject is currently unoccupied, primary vehicle access to the site is by 13th Street, 
with an alternative access from the rear lane on the west side of the site.  The site is surrounded by the 
Keystone Centre grounds across Richmond Avenue to the north, commercial retail and service businesses 
to the northeast and east, single family dwellings to the south, and a welding equipment and supply shop 
to the west.  The majority of properties south of Richmond Avenue have been developed as commercial 
sites.    
 
DISCUSSION: 
The applicant proposes to relocate a double-sided freestanding electronic advertising sign, formerly at 445 
10th Street, to the northeast corner of the subject site, next to the Richmond Avenue/13th Street 
intersection and replacing an existing sign structure at this corner of the site.  The size of each of the 
electronic sign faces is 0.97m x 2.87m (38” x 113”), contained in a 1.30m x 3.66m (4.25’ x 12’) box.  The 
sign box will stand 3.66m (12.0’) from grade, with the sign faces generally oriented east and west.  The 
sign structure is setback 0.15m (6”) from the Richmond Avenue and 13th Street property lines, and will be 
angled to ensure the eastern oriented sign face is not as visible from residential properties to the southeast 
of the subject site.   
 
Consistency with Part 7, Section 106(1)(b) of The Planning Act and Demonstration that the Use: 
1. Will be compatible with the general nature of the surrounding area; 
The immediate stretch of Richmond Avenue is, with the exception of the Keystone Centre grounds, 
commercial in nature.  Though there are no other electronic signs in the immediate area, all the businesses 
have some form of signage along Richmond Avenue.  The closest electronic sign is at 1911 Richmond 
Avenue, west of 18th Street. 
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2. Will not be detrimental to the health or general welfare of people living or working in the 
surrounding area, or negatively affect other properties or potential development in the surrounding 
area; and 

The sign is proposed to be angled and shielded on the south side to minimize exposure of the electronic 
sign to the single family dwelling at 1509 13th Street.  Recent Amendment to the Zoning By-law 
governing electronic signs will also minimize nuisances and distractions the sign may cause to 
surrounding areas, this includes the requirement to include an automatic dimming feature to the electronic 
sign, and the requirement that the sign display static images only and have no animation or flashing. 
 
3. Is generally consistent with the applicable provisions of the development plan by-law, the zoning 

by-law and any secondary plan by-law 
Use of electronic signs for advertising purposes is a commercial use, the sign is located in an area 
designated “Commercial” in the Development Plan and is located within the CAR Commercial Arterial 
Zone.  The proposal meets the bulk and siting requirements for an electronic advertising sign under the 
Zoning By-law.  The sign will also need to meet the operating requirements in the Zoning By-law such as 
displaying only static images and having no animation or flashing. 
 
Commenting Agencies 
Comments requesting conditions of approval are summarized below.  All other comments received have 
otherwise been addressed. 
 
Manitoba Hydro 
Manitoba Hydro has concerns with the proposed location of the electronic sign due to the presence of a 
natural gas main under the proposed location of the sign.  This main services the building on the subject 
site.  Manitoba Hydro will not object to the application provided the following conditions are met: 

1. The location of the sign must be moved a minimum of either 1.2m north or 2.5m south; and 
2. The sign must be located a minimum 1.0m away from the natural gas main. 

 
The Planning & Building Safety Department notes that the sign can only be moved to the south, as 
moving it north would result in an encroachment onto the Richmond Avenue right-of-way.  A new site 
plan will be required if the sign were relocated, this would be submitted as part of a building permit 
application showing compliance with the Zoning By-laws minimum setback requirements.  As the 
applicant expressed intention to redevelop the subject site, the Planning & Building Safety Department 
would have no concerns if alternative arrangements between the applicant and Manitoba Hydro were 
made, such as removing the gas main. 
 
Public Outreach/Notification  
As required under the provisions of The Planning Act, notice of this Public Hearing regarding this 
application was sent to owners of property within 100 metres (328 feet) of the subject property and notice 
posters were posted on the property.  The Planning Department is not aware of the applicant conducting 
additional outreach with the public on this proposal, and, as of the writing of this report, the Planning 
Department has not received any written representations from the public in favour of or in opposition to 
the proposal. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
1. That the Public Hearing for Conditional Use Application C-13-12-B at 1502 13th Street be concluded. 
 
2. That Conditional Use Application C-13-12-B to allow for an Electronic Advertising Sign in the CAR 

Commercial Arterial Zone be approved at 1502 13th Street (Lots 46/48, Block 5, Plan 227 BLTO) in 
accordance with the intent of the application dated September 26, 2012, the attached letter of intent 
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dated September 18, 2012 and the attached site and elevation plans, subject to the following 
condition: 
a) That Manitoba Hydro provides written confirmation that the placement of the sign on the subject 

site is to their satisfaction.   


