
Moon Landscape (aka Northern Lights Painting) Instructions 

All paint is washable but you may want to put a drop cloth down and wear old clothes. 

Some content in the video was sped up to 1.5 times so the process is quick in some areas.  At any point 

you can pause and stop the video to catch up. 

If you are having troubles with the sound, you can turn on the Closed Captioning  

Art Supplies included in your kit: 

16x20 Canvas 
Black Paint 
White Paint 
Red Paint  
Yellow Paint 
Blue Paint 
Plate palette to mix colours 
1 Large Foam Brush 
2 regular size foam brush 
2 q tips 
 

*You will need to supply a small cup of water 

Video Link:  City of Brandon Arts Alive Moon landscape - YouTube 

 

1. Create moon. In the upper third of your canvas create a large yellow 

moon using yellow and white and a sponge brush. It can be in the center 

of your painting or any top corner. Work quickly to blend.  

 

 

2.  Working quickly, create a cloudy sky in the upper ⅔ of the canvas. You 

 can choose your colours based on your preferences. Bright yellow 

 moon with orange, red and pink clouds or light yellow moon with blue 

 and purple clouds. Painting a cloud: use large wide brush strokes in 

 different spots in the sky. It will look chunky at first, when you start 

 adding different colours and shades and layering them the sky will start 

 to take shape. Orange: mix yellow and red, white will lighten Purple: 

 mix red and blue, white will lighten. 

 

 

3.  Create a dark colour. Either a dark red or dark purple/blue. Use this 

colour to edge your sky. Do not use this dark colour near the moon.  

4.  Using black, paint the bottom ⅓ of your painting. You may need multiple 

coats.  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VZREjz1Msys&feature=youtu.be


 

5.  Using a foam brush, dip the beveled tip of the brush into the black. To 

create the trees make sure  your sky is dry. With light pressure make a 

straight line from grass to sky. Make different heights and widths of 

trees. The trees will be thickest at the grass line and becoming thin 

spears at the top. Imagine you are looking up at the trees.  

6.  Continue making trees by adding branches. Look at images or outside 

at trees for inspiration. Branches do not go on the entire length of the 

tree, only the top portion of the tree has branches.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7.  Using the black still, and the same method as the branches, make 

grass, small and large bunches of grass at the tree line.  

8.  Using a qtip, dip the tip into white. The entire sky needs stars! 

Press lightly for small stars or press harder for big stars. Use a 

variety of star sizes and placements. 

 

 

  

9.  Sign your name! Congratulations on finishing your painting :) 

 

10.  Please wash up your brushes and save for any future projects.  If you sign up for more programs 

 with us, please let us know you already have brushes when you register.  Thanks! 


