
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Mayor Shari Decter Hirst - 729-2202 

Phyllis Miller, Executive Assistant - 729-2202 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 
It’s been a short but busy week. On Tuesday, I enjoyed spending time with the folks at Village Green, a 
55+ community in the West End. We had a great conversation about how much the City has changed in 
the last few years, and I got lots of advice about what the City’s priorities should be. It was a very 
enjoyable morning and I look forward to another invitation. Tuesday evening, I attended the Manitoba 
Good Roads Banquet and presented Brandon residents, Ed and Edna Verhelst, the outstanding garden 
award for communities 7000+. As a gardener, I stand in awe of their beautiful property and see how 
much love and hard work goes into it. 
 
Over 700 delegates and exhibitors arrived on Wednesday for two days of meetings at the Association of 
Manitoba Municipalities Municipal Officials Seminar. There were fascinating presentations on risk 
management, safety, Council management, stress management, how to deal with difficult constituents, 
infrastructure, and a host of other topics. As well, the networking in the hall was invaluable in learning 
from our veteran colleagues in rural Manitoba. Wednesday afternoon, I was honoured to cut the ribbon 
on the Grand Re-opening of the Home Hardware on 18th Street. There was a lot of excitement created by 
a 6,000 sq. ft. addition, significant upgrades and renovations, expanded workforce, and a chance to meet 
Paul Straus, President and CEO of Home Hardware Stores Limited. 
 
Thursday morning was bright and early with the unveiling of the plans for airport upgrades should 
Brandon secure regular regional air service. The foyer was packed with reeves, mayors, and councillors 
from western Manitoba who were interested to see what the future plans for “their” airport looked like. 
Thursday afternoon, I toured the STEP House at 439 Rosser East. This property will be a cornerstone of 
our affordable housing strategy. I then swung by George Fitton to visit with students and parents at a 
Cultural Canteen, showcasing the diversity of their students. Thursday evening ended at the Art Gallery of 
Southwestern Manitoba’s Night in Rio Gala. 
 
Friday was spent trying to catch up on all the paperwork and meetings that took a backseat during the 
MOS convention.  
 
Saturday, I have meetings with Immigration Minister Christine Melnyk. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

CONTACTS: 

Fire Chief Brent Dane - 729-2404 

Deputy Fire Chief Garry Bell - 729-2401  

Deputy Fire Chief Steve Romanik - 729-2452 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

CONTACTS:   

Karen Warren, A/Deputy Director of Emergency Communications - 729-2402 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
                          
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The second week of April is recognized as National Public Safety Telecommunications Week.  This week is 
set aside to honor and recognize those faceless men and women in public-safety dispatch who work 
around the clock to receive calls, gather needed information and send the appropriate rescue agencies.  
 

 
 

 
During April 6th through 8th, Management and Human Resources representatives participated in 
arbitration proceedings with the MB Labour Board.  The City of Brandon team continues to work through 
the labour relations process. 
 
Reminder:  With outdoor conditions having been dry, we encourage everyone to continue to exercise 
caution when having outdoor fires in their approved “fire pits” and to properly extinguish all cigarettes.  It 
is notable that a number of Rural Municipalities have burning bans in place.  Please help prevent wild 
fires! 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

CONTACTS:  

Rod Sage, General Manager – 729-2247                 

Ian Broome, Director of Public Works – 729-2292 

Perry Roque, Director Community Services – 729-2170 

Tim Sanderson, Director of Transportation – 729-2130  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COMMUNITY SERVICES 
Community Development 

Best Urban Home Grounds Award 
For the 2011 Annual Competition – Manitoba Good Roads Association, the City of Brandon nominated Ed 
& Edna Verhelst for the Best Home Grounds competition in the populations greater than 7,501 category. 
Tuesday, April 10th at the Manitoba Good Roads banquet held at the Royal Oak Inn, Mr. and Mrs. Verhelst 
were presented with the Best Urban Home Grounds Award. The Verhelst’s have lived in Brandon for the 
past 10 years after retiring from their Verhelst Greenhouse and Florist business in the town of Belmont. 
 
AIRPORT 
 
On Thursday morning, the Brandon Municipal Airport hosted over 50 AMM Delegates from the Westman 
region for an unveiling of potential terminal revisions. By all accounts, the event was well received and 
the attendees were enthusiastic about the planned alterations.  
 
Original construction of the 5,800-square foot terminal building dates back approximately 40 years, with 
limited enhancements undertaken since then. As a result of changing air travel standards, the current 
layout of the terminal can no longer accommodate mid-to-large passenger movements. 
 
Highlights of the proposed revisions include:  

 Installation of a baggage carrousel and revised arrivals hall;  

 Relocation of the secure passenger hold area (with washroom facilities) and security queue areas;  

 Construction of new, updated ticketing counters;  

 Update of surfaces, furniture, lighting and mechanical systems  

  
Potential retail spaces, such as a rental car counter, retail kiosk or vending expansions, could also be 
identified as part of a terminal upgrade. 
 

TRANSPORTATION SERVICES - Fleet 
 
Spring tendering is moving along.  All projected equipment tenders will be out by mid-April.  Staff are 
working on the new vehicle numbering system for Fleet which will be in place before the new vehicles 
arrive.   
 



Changes that have been made in the financial software “Diamond” will assist with asset management for 
Fleet. 
 

Garage 
 
Maintenance work continues on the spring equipment and the street sweepers will be ready to 
roll shortly.  Garage work continues at a steady pace with only minor issues.  Preventative 
Maintenance (PM) scheduling continues.  There has been considerable work done to the work 
order system in Diamond.  This should simplify the work order process and help with production 
reporting and asset management.  

 
Stores 
 
Staff are still deadlocked in stores with the year-end stock inventory process.  As soon as it is 
reconciled, Stores will be closing the doors for a day or two in order to complete all of the data 
inputting.   
 
The recent changes in the Diamond system require the building of more stock items.  The 
enforcement however of the inventory issue slip has greatly cut down on the amounts of 
miscellaneous items that have been requested in the past.   

 
ENVIRONMENTAL INITIATIVES 
 
The Brandon Environment Committee sponsored four (4) special awards at the Western Manitoba 
Science Fair that demonstrated environmental awareness. The eligible projects were to show 
environmental awareness.  The top four projects will be on display at City Hall in the foyer the week of 
April 16th - 20thleading up to Earth Day (April 22nd).  In no particular order, the winners are: 
 

 Plastic Bags! Good or Bad? By Aquariah S. & MacKenzie H. described the impact plastic bags have on our 
environment and how we can make a difference. 

 Gee! What's Geothermal? By Hannah J. & McKenna B. described how geothermal works and how it is a 
natural resource to heat and cool your home. 

 Driving Global Warming Crazy by McKenna G. & Katie W. described how motor transportation contributes 
to global warming. 

 Watch Your Wasteline by the grade 1 class from Virden researched what people choose to recycle and 
why. One of their discoveries was if the recycle symbol is large and visible it has a higher chance of being 
recycled. 

Congratulations to our winners! 
 
 
 
 



 
 

CONTACTS: 

Chief of Police Keith Atkinson - 729-2305 

Inspector Shane Corley – 729-2302   

A/Inspector Doug Thompson - 729-2304     

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Manitoba Association of Chiefs of Police Traffic Committee 
 
Inspector Doug Thompson hosted a meeting of the Traffic Committee for the Manitoba Association of 
Chiefs of Police on Thursday, April 12th, 2012 in Brandon.   
 
Criminal Intelligence Service of Manitoba 
 
Chief Atkinson and Inspector Corley travelled to Winnipeg on Tuesday, April 10th, 2012 for the Executive 
Meeting. 
 
Building Update  
 
Here are the construction highlights for the week ending April 13, 2012. 
 
EXTERIOR: 
 
-  The site work preparations are underway. 
-  The flagpoles are installed. 
-  The temporary site facilities are being decommissioned. 
 
INTERIOR: 
 
-  The millwork installation is on-going. 
-  The main floor painting is on-going. 
-  The feature wall in the lobby is painted. 
-  The tile installation is continuing in Locker Rooms 1125 and 1127. 
-  The soft flooring detail work is underway. 
-  The epoxy application has been completed for the walls and ceilings in the holding area. 
-  The axiom panel is on site. 
-  The Genset exhaust extension is complete. 
-  The air balancing commenced on April 9th. 
-  The sprinkler system commenced testing on April 12th. 
-  The electricians are working on the UPS system. 
-  The electricians are finishing the light fixture installation in the holding cell area. 
-  The controls installation is on-going. 
-  The electrical hook ups of the door hardware are on-going. 
-   The doors in the holding cell area are being installed. 



 

 

CONTACTS:   

Dean Hammond, General Manager of Corporate Services & City Treasurer – 729-2244 

Val Rochelle, Director of Finance - 729-2223 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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TREASURY 
 
Moving Permits 
Effective April 2, 2012 a new moving permit process has been put into place. Manitoba Infrastructure and 
Transportation (MIT) has signed agreements with the City of Brandon and the City of Winnipeg to 
streamline the process of issuing over-size and over-weight permits to commercial trucks traveling in or 
through our cities.  This will make it easier for commercial trucks to get the permits they require at one 
location rather than applying separately to each road authority.  This cooperative effort is an effort to 
streamline the regulatory process and improve service to the trucking industry in Manitoba.  All fees will 
be collected by MIT and will be remitted to the City of Brandon.    Engineering, City of Brandon Police, and 
Licensing all continue to have approval authority on the requested permits.  It is anticipated that this 
change may increase our moving permit revenue as this “one stop shop” process may capture more 
vehicles moving through our city. 
 
Standard & Poor’s Report 
The Standard and Poor’s Global Credit Ratings report for the City of Brandon was released on March 29. 
S&P evaluates and issues global credit ratings for municipalities based on factors like economic and 
budget performance, debt and liquidity levels, as well as the Municipality’s financial management 
practices. 
 
For 2012, Brandon has maintained its “AA-/Stable” rating, the same as it held last year.  Within this peer 
group Brandon is joined by the Ontario municipalities of Barrie, Brantford, Guelph, Hamilton, Kingston, 
Peterborough and Windsor. By Manitoba comparison, the City of Winnipeg is ranked at the slightly higher 
“AA/Stable” level. 
 
Helping Brandon secure such a strong rating is its “very healthy local economy”, with a specific mention of 
its strong public sector and varied manufacturing base. Also strong in Brandon’s corner was its “strong 
budgetary performance” and its “satisfactory liquidity levels”, the report said. 
 
The report also notes that Brandon’s weakness is its “moderate debt”. However, the report also suggests 
that even at its peak 2014 debt levels, that Brandon “would still remain comparable with those of 
domestic and international peers.”  It should also be noted that even at peak forecast debt levels, the City 
is only utilizing ¼ of the maximum debt which is allowed by the Province. 
 
The full Standard and Poor’s report is available on the City’s website at the following link: 
http://www.brandon.ca/public-notices/576-brandons-global-credit-rating-remains-stable  

http://www.brandon.ca/public-notices/576-brandons-global-credit-rating-remains-stable

